

Signatory Agreement

Through this agreement, 

___________________________________________________

Name of organization or individual

Agrees to:

________ Allow our organization’s name (or, if signing as an individual, my name as an individual) to appear as a signatory to the statement below.

_______Allow our organization’s name (or, if signing as an individual, my name as an individual) to be cited in news releases, presentations and in other materials as a signatory to the statement that appears below.

STATEMENT

Washington's "Persistent Offenders Accountability Act" was enacted after the passage of Initiative 593 in 1993. It is often referred to as the "3-Strikes" law. Washington was the first state in the nation to pass a 3-Strikes law.

WHEREAS approximately 73% of the convictions under 3-Strikes are for crimes in the mid to low range of Washington's criminal seriousness scale at RCW 9.94A.515 (1);

WHEREAS Robbery 2, the most common 3-Strikes conviction, and Assault 2, another common 3-Strikes crime, are classified in the least serious quartile of criminal offenses at RCW 9.94A.515, carrying standard sentences of 3 months to 7 years;

WHEREAS Washington's 3-Strikes population is approximately 40% African American in comparison with a state population that is less than 4% African American; (1)

WHEREAS Washington's Sentencing Guidelines Commission recommended in 2001 removing Robbery 2 from the 3-Strikes list and evaluating whether any form of Assault 2 should remain on the list, as the range of behaviors associated with Robbery 2 and, "probably" some instances of Assault 2 do not rise to the level of "most serious" offenses and that, specifically, in the case of Robbery 2, these behaviors pose "little risk of physical injury"; (2)

WHEREAS each year, bills to respond with the recommendations of the Sentencing Guidelines Commission are introduced in the state legislature without success;

THEREFORE we call for reform or repeal of Washington's 3-Strikes law.

NOTES

1. Sentencing Reform Act Review, 2000/2001, State of Washington, Sentencing Guidelines Commission.
2. Persistent Offenders, 1st Quarter 2007, State of Washington, Sentencing Guidelines Commission.
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Please send completed agreement to: Justice Works!  PO Box 1489 Lake Stevens, WA 98258 or to JUSTICE_WORKS@yahoo.com. 206-725-9189
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